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Baptist Research: Modes and Methods

A Short History of Research
What Reimarus says on the relationship between the "cousins" John and Jesus may be applied to the respective fi elds of research: Consanguineous as they were, they knew and supported each other, they began just at the same time and showed the same language and purpose.
2 As a matter of fact, Baptist research oft en served as a forerunner of the Jesus quest and prepared its tortuous paths.
3
In the very beginning of Leben-Jesu-Forschung, H. S. Reimarus (1694-1768) considered John the proton pseudos of Christianity for it was in seditious machinations that he prepared the public way for the Messiah Jesus, who, in due return, introduced him as (his!) prophet to the people. Th e early novel-like Lives of Jesus (C. F. Bahrdt, K. H. Venturini)-books so weirdly undead because their reanimated corpses reappear again and again in the guise of bestsellers-saw John under the infl uence and instruction of the mysterious order of the Essenes, which explained whatever had appeared unexplainable before. David Friedrich Strauß's (1808 Strauß's ( -1874 recourse to the category of myth was an important step forward in historical insight. Excluding the Fourth Gospel from his reconstruction and making use of Josephus's account, he saw John in his own right, not coloured in "mythical light." As far as Jesus' relationship to John is concerned, Strauß laid the foundation of what still dominates exegetical minds: Jesus was baptized by John, lived perhaps as his disciple in his narrower circle for some time, and
